Creekside EFC, Merced, CA                               November 29, 2020
the Hope of christmas
“Advent Anticipation”
Luke 2:21-38 
What are you anticipating this Advent season?
1.  What creates Advent anticipation?
· ____________________ describing Messiah’s first advent.
(Isaiah 7:14) Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (cf. Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 11:1-5)
· ____________________ of His second advent.
(Matthew 24:30-31; Acts 1:11; Titus 2:13; Rev. 1:7, 19:11-16; Zechariah 12:10, 14:4)
· Intentionally __________________ down and setting your focus on the Scripture so that biblical anticipation builds. 
2.  What does Advent anticipation look like?
Luke 2:21-38 (Simeon & Anna)
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3.  So, what should we anticipate - hope for this Christmas?     
· For a renewed sense of awe, wonder, and ______________ about Messiah’s birth and who He is. 
(Colossians 2:9) For in Him the whole fullness of Deity dwells bodily… (cf. John 1:1-2, 14; Colossians 1:19; Heb.1:1-3)
· For a slower pace and greater _______________ on Christ, so the hope of Christmas fills our heart. (Luke 10:38-42)

· For greater ______________________ to the kind of life we are meant to live, between Jesus’ first and Second Advent. 
(Titus 2:11-14) 
· For the Holy Spirit’s __________________ work in the lives of family, friends, and acquaintances who don’t yet believe. 
(2 Peter 3:9) The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient towards you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
Next Sunday morning @ Creekside
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“The Prequel: Jesus Before the Manger”
Bring your friends!
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